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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 
The following is in response to the amendment filed on October 21, 2004. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art does not disclose or suggest a method of tail threading a web in a dryer 
section of a paper machine including the conventional steps of cutting the web to form a broke 
portion and a tail portion and then subsequently guiding and widenmg the tail portion, the 
method further comprising turning away the edge of the broke portion along the side of the cut 
(between the broke and the tail) to form an open draw between the broke and the tail. The prior 
art also does not disclose or suggest a device for tail threading a web comprising a cutter device 
and blow equipment located after the cutter that turns away the edge of a broke web and forms 
an open draw between the broke and the tail 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 21, 2004 have been fully considered. 

The amendments to the claims have overcome the rejections imder 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, set forth previously. 

The arguments and amendments to the claims have overcome the rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) and 103(a) based on SoUinger (US 5,600,897). The appUed prior art teaches 
methods and devices for guiding a tail portion of a web, but does not teach or suggest a method 
or device for turning away a broke portion alongside the cut. 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. 

Kahl et al (US 6,668,469) discloses a separating device for removing a web from a drying 
wire towards a catch device. 

Goebel (US 6,145,217) discloses a device for cutting and guiding a threading strip in the 
dryer section. 

Fissmann et al (US 5,248,390) discloses a cutting arrangement for cutting a tail in a 
drying section. 

Wanke et al (US 4,648,942) discloses means for cutting and guiding a marginal strip in a 
drying section. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 1 89. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




